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Time scale


10 to 12 hours





Curriculum covered


QCA History – unit 5
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Learning Intentions


To teach pupils:





Where the Great Fire broke out.


When the fire happened.


To place the event on a time line showing periods in the history of England.


Why the fire broke out.


About the main events of the fire.


About the results of the fire.


To sequence the events correctly.


Why the fire spread so far for so long.


What makes cities safer from great fires today?


What an eyewitness is.


About the part played by artists in recording the events of the Great Fire.


To use their knowledge and understanding of the Great Fire to make a representation of it.





Experiences / Activities


Where and when did the Great Fire begin?


1a. If possible watch a video to provide a context for the story (Barnaby bear goes to the River Thames or BBC Magic Grandad Great Fire of London). Look on the Internet for pictures of central London today. Encourage them to work out the name of the city and show them the monument commemorating the Great Fire.


1b. Show the children portraits of Charles II, and Samuel Pepys, and a citizen from mid-seventeenth-century England. Ask the children to describe the clothes and appearance of each. Use the information to establish that the fire began a ‘very long time ago’ in the period known as ‘the Stuarts’. Ask the children to locate ‘a very long time ago’ on a simple time line. Explain who Charles II was, and introduce Samuel Pepys as someone who saw the fire and wrote about it.


What happened in the Great Fire?


2a. Read the story of the fire. Discuss with the children the story of the fire. Ask key questions to check how much they have understood, using pictures to reinforce the story. Why did the fire start? Where did it start? What happened? Why did it end? What were the results of the fire? Why was it called the Great Fire?  


2b. List the main events in chronological order. If possible use Oxford Reading Tree book ‘Fire! Fire!’ to show what happened over the five days (as a completed time line).  Then write poems (three parts “Fire starting…… Fire spreading ……… Fire stopping……)


Why did the fire spread so far and stay alight for so long?


3a. Look at pictures of typical seventeenth-century houses, churches and street scenes and talk about building materials and construction. Discuss with the children the reasons why the fire spread rapidly and why people took refuge in churches and in boats on the river (use websites).


3b. Role-play and/or hot seat children as people who lived during the time of the Great fire. 


G&T activity – ‘PMI’ Plus, Minus, Interesting facts about the fire. 


How do we know what happened in the Great Fire?


4a. Discuss with the children what an eyewitness is, and how an eyewitness can help us to know what happened in the past. Show children some pictures of the fire produced at the time. Help them to recognise those things an eyewitness would see, e.g. people in boats on the river. 


4b. Show them the portrait of Samuel Pepys again and recap what they have learnt about him, his work and his diary. Discuss what a diary is, whether it is fact or fiction, and the sort of information people keep in diaries. Why might diaries from the past be useful to us today? Read short, edited extracts from Pepys’ diary about the fire and what happened in London afterwards. Discuss what the extracts tell us that we knew/didn’t know before? 


4c. Create a decomposition poem. 


What have we learnt about the Great Fire? 


5a. Recall all they have found out about the fire and how they found out about it. 


5b. Make a wall display showing a street scene and add key questions and information.


5c. Assessment quiz.


G&T question - Why are there different versions of the Great Fire of London? 








Resources:


photographs of London today


portraits of Charles II, Samuel Pepys, Sir Christopher Wren, seventeenth-century citizens 


a class time line


a video telling the story of the Great Fire


pictures of seventeenth-century street scenes and buildings


books / big books


a short edited extract from Pepys’ diary 


a map of Britain today, showing London and the locality of the school


access to the Internet 





Assessment Criteria:


The pupils will


All  (level 1)


1. Recognise that the Great Fire happened a long time ago.


2. Sequence some of the events of the fire.


3. Select some relevant information from pictures of the fire.


Most  (level 2)


4. Be able to place the Great Fire on a class time line and sequence the main events of the fire correctly.


5. Say why the fire started and what happened; understand why it ended and some of the results.


6. Explain that the fire was represented in different ways, including pictures and Pepys’ diary. 


Some (Most able including G&T) level 3 


7. Know that the fire took place over 300 years ago (in 1666) and explain its causes and effects. .


8. Understand why there are different representations of the event.


9. Begin to compare different sources of information about the fire.











