Writing the Music
In this unit we put the music together in Acid Xpress, but any loop-based sequencing software will do (for example, EJay or for Mac users, Garageband).  Start with the rhythm and tempo from Unit 2. You may already have worked with a drum beat when writing the words.
The software

Download Acid Xpress from www.acidplanet.com . This is the free version of Acid Music Studio. Work through the online video tutorials to gain an understanding of its basic features. 

Finding samples
Samples are short sound recordings, usually of individual instruments playing a note or a short phrases. These can be ‘looped’ in Acid Xpress to create a repeated pattern. They are usually available in wav or mp3 format.  EJay and Garageband both come with a good bank of user samples. Acid Xpress does not. You are going to need a collection of drum, bass, keyboard, guitar, synth samples to start with. Getting hold of good samples is not difficult:

1. buy a copy a Acid Music Studio (~ £50) this version has lots of samples and more user features)

2. download samples for free from www.acidplanet.com Each week, a set of eight samples (8 packs) are available for free download from the site.

3. computer music magazines often have good collections of samples on the cover disks. 

4. websites can be a good source of freely downloadable samples. Type ‘free music samples’ into your search engine.

Save the samples into a ‘samplebank’ on your hard drive or network. Keep them is separate folders – drums in a drum folder, bass lines in a bass folder etc.
Activity
Open Acid Xpress. Working through some of the excellent ‘Show me How’ tutorials is strongly recommended.
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Locate your samplebank using the Explorer tab and audition a few drum samples. Press the ‘play button to do this:
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Find an appropriate sample for your rap and drag into the work area:

Click and drag in the time line

 to add an event: 

Draw in 32 bars of drums. Adjust the project tempo if necessary, using the slider control:

Find a bass line to go with your drum part and add to the work area and timeline, as above.
You now have a basic rhythm backing to try out with your rap part.

Rehearse the rap over these and make any adjustments to the words or music if necessary.
Acid Xpress allows the user to record one audio track.  Record the rap onto this as a ‘ghost’ track. This will assist in placing the other layers and textures into the arrangement. The idea is not to have the accompaniment too cluttered while the words are being delivered.
You may find that you have all the samples you need to build up a complete arrangement. If there is something specific you need ( a horn stab, an environmental sound or a special effect), either try an internet search or, better still record some original samples in Audacity. Create Samples in Audacity worksheet shows you how.
Consult the worksheet Acid Xpress – tips and tricks before saving and exporting your work as an mp3. Save two versions – one with and one without the vocal line. 
