Writing rap lyrics – an example
download the forests pdf from the wwflearning website:

http://www.wwflearning.org.uk/wwflearning-home/resource-centre/who-owns-the-forests,550,AR.html 

Give the students time to explore the article on forests and then as a class, explore ‘extracting’ some lyrics from the introduction. Start by asking some questions:
What are the key messages?

· who owns the forests

Who is involved? 

communities/companies/shareholders/all of us

What do they want?

communities – food and fuel

companies – land to grow coffee and bananas

shareholders – profits on selling the wood abroad

all of us – responsible

Now build up a word bank.  

Use a rhyming dictionary to find lots of rhymes for some of these words.  Try one of the online ones such as www.writeexpress.com This dictionary will also list rhymes at the beginning of words. Alliteration is as important as rhyming in hip hop writing. eg cut throat companies connive and conspire

here are some rhyming possibilities:

communities trees guarantees please sceneries sprees
wood good food hood stood should would 

shareholder bolder older colder border shoulder smoulder

forest forget fortune four wheeled forms forklift foreign
Now comes the tricky bit! It is time to write a few phrases or lines. 

Establish a steady beat by tapping a desk, banging a drum or playing a drum pattern on a keyboard or computer. Ask students to play around with some of the words and write down some phrases which have a strong rhythm and go with the beat. 

Hopefully, they will come up with things like:

no guarantees for the local communities

four wheel foreigners, forest fortuneseekers

see the shareholder looking over his shoulder

cold and getting colder, bold and getting bolder

ripping down trees, tearing up communities

who owns the forests who owns the trees

doing just what they please changing the sceneries

all of us have got to readjust

And with a little shuffling around we may get a rap lyric!

Something like:

who owns the forests who owns the trees?

who owns the forests who owns the trees?

and where’s the guarantees for the local communities

who own the forest who owns the trees

not the four wheel foreigners, forest fortuneseekers

(hear the children starving, weak and getting weaker)

And not  the shareholder, looking over his shoulder

bold and getting bolder, cold and getting colder,

they’re ripping down trees. they’re tearing up communities

doing just as they please, they’re changing the sceneries

But who owns the forests, who owns the trees?

Yeah who owns the forests, who owns the trees?

Who knows where the responsibility lies?
think a little harder - it comes as no surprise!
stand and be counted, no jumpin’ off the bus

time to change our ways , time to readjust

share the blame amongst all of us.

We all owe the forest we all owe the tree.

Now split the class into small groups and assign them the task of writing some lyrics for one section from the article:
· life support system

· issues

· benefits

· causes of loss 

· the solution

When it comes to presenting their work to the rest of the class, remember that the best writers may not be the best rappers from a group. 

