Listening to Rap music in the classroom
Many teachers, with some justification, regard this as a minefield. It is true that much rap/hip hop is not suitable for classroom listening due to the explicit nature of some of the language used. Also, the lyrics can be obsessed with themes of gangland culture and drug misuse. However, there is also plenty of good material which can be used. Here are some examples to get you started:
1. What’s Hardcore? by  K’naan (from The Dusty Foot Philosopher -  Red Ink Records) 
An excellent ‘third world youth' perspective from a Somalian rapper now living in Canada.  Good supporting resources including lyrics and streaming sound from http://www.whatsthe411.ca/index.asp?pageID=65 

2. Baseball Cap by Faithless (from the album Reverence/Irreverence  Cheeky Records )

       A really catchy song with a strong message about avoiding confrontation

3. Turn the Page by The Streets (from Original Pirate Material - Locked On Records )  
This album is a ‘a staggeringly eloquent and fearlessly honest snapshot of gritty street-level existence, as experienced by an ordinary bloke.’ The opening track, Turn the Page, is a masterclass in hip hop writing.
4. Politics of the Sneaker Pimps by Public Enemy (from He Got Game – Def Jam Records)

This powerful song aims its fury at the major shoe companies and their exploitation of foreign workers.

5. The Rough Guide series has some excellent compilations of Global hiphop.

Note: in addition to obtaining the music, it will be worth downloading the words to the tracks from an internet lyrics site
Using Students Music
Many of your students will already be listening to this sort of music and may well have CDs/mp3s which are worth exploring. Getting them to complete this extension/homework activity could be a useful exercise.
Activity sheet
Other Sources of Information

The best places to start for some web based research on Global Hip Hop are probably www.allmusic.com/ and http://en.wikipedia.org  
Useful books are: 

Global Noise, a collection of essays edited by Tony Mitchell, addresses rap music as a global medium and the essays attempt to show how different regions around the world have taken American rap music and crafted a distinct medium based on their own unique histories and cultures. (Wesleyan University Press)
RapAttack 2, African Rap to global Hip Hop by David Toop (Serpent’s Tail)
