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Why do we need fertilisation?  
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What will the baby be like?

[image: image3.wmf]  It was made from an egg cell from its mother 

….and a sperm cell from its father.

So which set of ‘instructions’ (chromosomes) will be used to make the baby? ___________
An egg cell cannot grow into a baby on its own because ______________

A sperm cell can’t grow into a baby on its own because ______________

At fertilisation the gametes join together so that there are chromosomes from both parents in the new cell called a zygote. 


An egg cell has ________ chromosomes … half a set – haploid number

A sperm cell has _______ chromosomes… half a set – haploid number
A zygote (fertilised egg) has _____ + _____ = ______ chromosomes 

…. a full set – diploid number  
The chromosomes match each other because there is one set from each 

parent, so there are __________ pairs of chromosomes in the zygote.

Now copy the new words, and their meanings, on to your word check sheet.
