Data Protection Act 1998 Homework

Name …………………………………………… Group………………… Date………….
The Data Protection Act 1998

1. Briefly write down the 8 principles of the Data Protection Act 1998

· ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..….

· …………………………………………………………………………………………………..…….

· ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

· ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

· ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

· ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

· ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

· ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….....

2. What rights do individuals have under the DPA 1998 to do with their personal data? 

· ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
· ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
3. Write down 5 examples of personal data that might appear in schedule 2 of the DPA

· ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
· ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
· ………………………………………………………………………………………………………
· ……………………………………………………………………………………………………...

· ……………………………………………………………………………………………….

4. Write down 5 examples of sensitive data that might appear in schedule 3 of the DPA

· ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
· ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
· ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
· ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
· ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Personal Privacy

· Data Protection affects everyone in all walks of life. From the moment we are born, we are all data subjects in someone else’s computer database. 

· The development of computerised databases has led to the storage, processing and the possibility that much of our personal information will be given to others without our knowledge or permission 

Historical context
· The European Data Directive 1981 set a standard for data protection legislation for all member states of the European Union. It grew out of concern for peoples’ privacy because of the increasing use of computer databases to store, process and disseminate personal data. 

· The European Data Protection Directive 1981 became law in the UK with the Data Protection Act 1984. 

· A further European Data Directive was passed on 24 October 1995. Member states of the EU had three years to implement this legislation and this gave rise to the UK Data Protection Act of 1998 (this developed and further strengthened the earlier law)
· The Data Protection Act 1998 only came into force in the year 2000 as there was a wait for subordinate legislation to be enacted
Principles of the Data Protection Act 1998
1. Personal data must be obtained and processed fairly and lawfully

2. Personal data must be held for specified (limited) and lawful purposes

3. Personal data must be adequate, relevant and not excessive

4. Personal data must be accurate and up-to-date

5. Personal data must not be kept longer than necessary

6. Personal data must be processed in accordance with data subject's rights

7. Personal data must be kept secure

8. Personal data must not be transferred to countries without adequate protection

The rights of individual data subjects

· An individual is entitled, upon written request, to be supplied with a copy of any personal data held about themselves.

· There is a maximum timescale, usually 40 days, by which the data must be disclosed. The data controller may charge a small fee usually not more than £10.

· The rights of individual data subjects include:

· The right of access to data about them and to apply for rectification or erasure where data are inaccurate

· The right to compensation for personal loss due to 

1. Unauthorised disclosure of data

2. data being inaccurate

3. loss or destruction of data

Personal and Sensitive data
The Data Protection Act 1998 identifies two main areas of personal data:

· Schedule 2 – Personal Data

· Schedule 3 – Sensitive Personal Data

Schedule 2 – personal data

Schedule 2 data includes any personal data is usually that you might normally give to a bank or employer or over the telephone for identification purposes such as:

· name and address

· national insurance number 

· data of birth

· bank details

· telephone numbers

Processing of Schedule 2 data may only take place under the following conditions:
· With the consent of the individual

· To perform a contract with the individual

· Under a legal obligation

· To carry out public functions

· To pursue the legitimate interests of the Data Controller unless prejudicial to the interests of the individual

Schedule 3 - Sensitive Personal Data
Sensitive personal data includes:

· Racial or ethnic origin

· Religious belief

· Trade union membership

· Physical or mental health

· Sexual life

· Commission or alleged commission of a criminal offence

· Court proceedings or disposals

Processing of Schedule 3 data may only take place under the following conditions:
· With the explicit consent of the individual

· Under a legal obligation in the context of employment 

· To protect the vital interests of the individual where consent cannot be given or is withheld


· By certain non-profit bodies in respect of their members

· Where data has been made public by legal proceedings

· To carry out certain public functions

· For medical purposes
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