UNIT OVERVIEW – USING ICT TO EXPLORE THE HOLOCAUST
A CROSS-CURRICULAR UNIT OF WORK FOR HISTORY AND ICT

Introduction

These ICT-based lessons follow a sequence of History lessons which look at the causes of the Holocaust and whether it was a new phenomenon in Nazi Germany. They also explore how the Nazi treatment of racial minority groups escalated from 1933 and why German people did not intervene to stop the beginnings of a Holocaust.  

As the ICT lessons are being taught students will analyse a ‘film’ based interpretation of the Holocaust, Schindler’s List, and question ‘What did Spielberg leave out of Schindler’s List?’
The unit gives students opportunities to view the portrayal of the Holocaust by different mediums and from differing perspectives.  They are encouraged to form their own views and use ICT to put across their own interpretations.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

By the end of the unit of lessons, students should be able to…

· Recall the key features of the persecution of the Jews and other minority groups in the Holocaust

· Describe how the Holocaust has been remembered / portrayed by different ‘interest groups’

· Explain why there are different ‘interpretations’ of the Holocaust, while evaluating websites (see ‘Resources’ links)

· Compare and contrast the differences in the interpretations which they have discovered.

· Produce their own interpretation of the Holocaust, based on their research of various media – texts, books, articles, film, websites
· Consider how the Internet has been used to portray the Holocaust as an historical event

· Assess the reliability of the information found on the Internet and evaluate its worth, taking into account the opinions of ‘interest groups’

· Use Web authoring software to present their own ideas on the Holocaust, taking into account the concepts of audience and purpose
· Evaluate their work on the Holocaust and consider where the reliability of information and sources impacts upon other historical interpretations
RESOURCES
Internet sites :-

Holocaust Survivors Organisation website
http://www.holocaustsurvivors.org/ 

USA Holocaust Memorial Museum website
http://www.ushmm.org/ 
BBC news on the imprisonment of David Irving – Denier of the Holocaust 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/4735496.stm 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4449948.stm 

Web site of British Holocaust denier David Irving. Contains latest news about himself, as well as articles reproduced from the world media 

http://www.fpp.co.uk/ 

The Anne Frank Centre – An American website about the Anne Frank diaries

http://www.annefrank.com/
The Wikipedia entry for the Holocaust

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Holocaust
Holocaust Timeline
http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/holocaust/timeline.html
BBC History Site on the Holocaust

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/genocide/
Other:-

History student textbooks as appropriate

Teacher resource – A. Wrenn article in Teaching History

Schindler’s List on video / DVD

Layered inference diagram 
Pie chart spreadsheet
