· These files allow pupils to practice numerical/algorithmic techniques and get immediate feedback from the computer.

· There are an infinite number of randomly generated questions on each file allowing each pupil in a class to be working on their own individual questions.
· A large number of the spreadsheets have a level of difficulty adjustor so that questions can be differentiated according to ability.

There are a variety of topics included, with most spreadsheets having several sheets, including basic arithmetic sheets allowing weaker secondary pupils to practice basic skills either in school or at home.

I have used these files extensively during the main parts of lessons. I introduce the topics, do some work with the pupils on mini-whiteboards and then let them practice on the laptops, gaining confidence as they see themselves get answers correct.

I have found this a particularly effective way of motivating lower ability students, especially during afternoon lessons.

The green cells provide a quick and effective way for me as a teacher to rapidly assess the progress of every student in the class without the need to mark individual questions. I need do little more than walk around the computers glancing at each screen. Screens which show lots of green cells indicate good progress. A small number of green cells or green cells spaced intermittently around the spreadsheet indicate difficulties on the part of the student. I have found it extremely easy to identify students who need assistance/who are making slow progress through an activity. Often I can intervene before the student would otherwise ask for help.

The word document gives an idea as to how these sheets were made, so that you can make your own excel files that work in a similar way.

All sheets are protected but there is no password protection. If you wish to attach your own password you will first need to unprotect the sheets (click on tools and then protection) before re-protecting.

When you open each file you will need to select ‘enable macros’.

All sheets require you to enter answers in the yellow squares with the cell turning green if the correct answer is entered.
