Circle theorems at both Intermediate and Higher tier are an area of mathematics that students struggle to grasp and teachers often have difficulties delivering. In the run up to our OFSTED in Jan 2005 a series of SMART board lessons was prepared to enhance the delivery of the concept and hopefully improve student understanding. During the inspection a lesson was observed where the resources were used and OFSTED made the following comment:
"ICT is used very effectively, for example in a Year 11 lesson to provide a focus for discussing circle theorems, leading to very good learning."
The SMART board notebook files cover all eight circle theorems, include examples for teacher delivery and have a Geometer’s Sketchpad File attached. A GSP file is used to demonstrate the theorem in question. It is the interactivity of such a file that improves student understanding. A particular case in point is the theorem that states that ‘The angle at the centre is twice that at the circumference’. Students struggle to apply the correct theorem unless they have seen something similar. The GSP files allow students to see the full range of possibilities for a particular theorem.

Since the OFSTED inspection the set of resources have been improved to include full teacher answers and PowerPoint presentations of all the questions files.  The file also includes revision material and past exam questions in a test.
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