Edexcel GCSE ICT

Task 1 - DTP


IDENTIFY

Scenario

You are to write a “scenario” or background story that will result in you needing to create a document using a Desktop Publishing (DTP) and Graphics application.

In this scenario, you need to define the “user” of your document. This “user” should be the person you are creating the document for.

This “user” can be a real person for a real situation, or a friend who can “act” or “role-play” being the user from a made up situation. You can have more than one user, but keep it realistic for the task in hand. It would be a good idea to name the user.

The only exception is that you cannot be the user.
Make sure you choose your user carefully, because they will have to give you meaningful feedback and criticism of your document as you write the task up.

Here are some examples to get you started:
	Document to create
	User of document

	A menu for a restaurant
	Restaurant owner or customers

	A flyer for a new club
	Club manager

	Instruction leaflet for a digital camera
	Camera company

	Advertisement for a new shop
	Shop owner

	Music CD inlay for a band
	Record company

	Skateboard safety leaflet
	Skate park committee


Create your scenario around a topic that you are interested in. Remember, you will be spending a lot of time on this. Use your imagination!

Consider the following:

· What is the purpose of the document?

· Why does the user want the document?

· How will this improve what they are already doing?

· What information will you need?

Although you can create any document you like, there are some rules to this task:

· The document must be printed on two sides of A4 sized paper
· You must have text that flows between frames
· You must use a significant amount of text
· You must manipulate graphical images using a graphics program
· These images must be imported into the DTP program

Possible Solutions

In this section, you need to write about and compare “manual” methods with ICT methods.

Manual methods

· How could you create your document without using ICT?

· How could you get images onto your document?

· How could you put the text on?
· How could you make copies?

ICT methods

· What type of applications could you use?

· What features would you use?

Advantages of using ICT

What would the advantages be of using ICT to create your document? Comparing manual methods with the ICT methods you could consider the following:

· Manipulating and resizing images
· Editing text

· Correcting mistakes

· Changing your design in the future

· Keeping your document safe

What other advantages can you think of?

Objectives

You now have to write a list of user requirements or “objectives” for your DTP task. These objectives will be what you will use to judge how well your solution works.
Think about your scenario and consider the purpose of your document:

· What would your user expect to see in your document?

· What must be in your document?

· What text?

· What images?

· What information?

Try not to use “general” objectives, like, “My document should look good”, but use focused, quantitative objectives, such as, “I must include 3 photographs of the restaurant or food” or “The name and address should be on the back”

 Why don’t you start off by including the “rules” to the task (see “Scenario” section).
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