Lesson 1

Aims:

To introduce the project.



To start working with Audacity.

Objectives:
To understand the different forms of radio, and the advantages and disadvantages of each.


To have produced an edited version of the sample material.

0-10

Show slides 1-3, discuss types of radio, and ask students if they can think of any other applications of recorded sound that are not broadcast. 

(Museum audio guides, shopping centre recorded announcements, audio books)

Show remaining slides 4-6.

10-20

Distribute Worksheet 1. Ask students to work in pairs to find and listen to stations, and answer the questions. Part A should be given to one student, and Part B to the other. Both can answer the extension asking students to look for a radio station focusing on an obscure subject or audience.

Briefly discuss with the group what they found. They should have uncovered a diversity of stations, both public and commercial, covering a large number of audiences. Stations may have a similar format, with Station IDs, time checks, News on the half hour etc, but the content will radically differ depending on the audience. The foreign stations could be of interest to ex-pats, prospective visitors to the country concerned, and language students.

20-50

Distribute Audacity Basics handout. Explain how to load program, and show students the basics of the interface. Allow them to complete editing exercise. Some students will be able to do this relatively quickly, give them an extension task to make the recording exactly one minute long. This is a common request for sound editors, who have to make a recording fit an exact timeslot.

If time permits, play the finished edit and get students to check theirs against it.

Plenary
Technology has changed the way that recordings are produced and used. This is especially true of radio, which can be received around the world and produced by anyone thanks to the Internet.

