Acquiring digital images


Acquiring images

Digital scanner
Since acquiring images from a digital scanner varies with each model and make of scanner and is dependant on the application and operating system being used, it is impossible to give complete instructions for all users. 
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Typically scanners are provided with software capable of getting basic results. For the best results you should use a professional graphics application such as Adobe PhotoShop or CorelDraw! 
The illustration below shows the dialogue for an Epsom 610 Scanner using Adobe Photoshop
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This diagram shows the dialogue for Microsoft Photo Editor (which comes free with Microsoft Office). 

Both applications then launch a similar wizard but you may see different results according the scanner make and model and graphics application being used.
Obviously a scanner must be installed for all this to work. In order to work your computer must have installed special software known as drivers. Scanner drivers are often known as TWAIN drivers
Digital Camera
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Both applcations then launch a sirmilar wizard but you may see difierent results
according the scanner make and mode! and graphics application being used

Obviously a scanner must be installed for all this to work
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Again acquiring images from a digital camera varies with each model and make and is dependant on the application and operating system being used. However the process is often easier than scanning and does not necessarily require any special software. 

The Windows XP operating system is especially well geared for dealing with pictures and this makes the whole process easier. Simply plugging a digital camera into your USB port in the computer usually evoke a dialogue box with instructions and is usually just a question of selecting the files that you want and copy and pasting them into a suitable location in your computer.

Removable storage
Some digital cameras come with removable memory which is available in a number of different formats according to the make and model of the camera. Using memory of this type may be preferable since a blank memory module can be used to replace one being used allowing a number of students to use the camera and work on the results at the same time. Some cameras even save picture files directly onto floppy disk but this medium is really too small for reliable and good quality results.
Acquiring images glossary

	Scanner 
	a device similar in action to photocopier than scans an image to create a computer file that you can manipulate electronically

	Digital camera 
	a device similar in action to a standard camera that captures electronic images that can be electronically transferred to a computer

	USB
	Universal Serial Bus – a connection standard used for connecting camera, scanners, printers and other devices to a computer

	Driver
	Software than must be installed in order for the camera or scanner to work with computer

	Software Application
	Software that allows the manipulation of the image captured by the camera or scanner


Acquiring images summary and top tips
· To get a digital image off a scanner or digital camera the hardware must be connected to your computer and a suitable driver installed
· Usually the scanner or camera is connected via a computer USB port
· Windows XP supports most USB devices without the need to install any additional driver software

· Earlier versions of Windows may well need you to install device driver software before the hardware will work

· If you no longer have the driver software supplied with your camera or scanner you can usually download the software from the manufacturers web site

· It is often better to use a professional graphics package to acquire a scanned image than to use the software provided with the scanner
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